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provided for an accurate, reproducible, and rapid method.
Twenty micoliters of serum are required for this technique.

* * *

PREITMINARY REPORT ON PROPINAL, A NEW INTRAVENOUS,
NONBARBITURATE ANESTHETIC AGENT - N. Nishimura.
Anesth. Analg.-Vol. 41:265 (May-June) 1962.
Propinal (a derivative of guaiacol) was prepared as an

emulsion with 0.1 per cent lecithin. It was administered to
200 patients during clinical anesthesia and proved to be an
effective intravenous anesthetic agent without complications
seen in other barbiturates. Respiration, circulation, and
electroencephalographic changes were observed. These
studies were conducted in Japan.

* * *

ENRICHED PROLINE-TWEEN AGAR-L. E. Juley, H. Walch,
Jr., and E. Bird. Amer. J. Clin. Path.-Vol. 37:664
(June) 1962.
The authors describe a medium containing proline, thia-

mine, biotin, and Tween 20 that supports typical mycelial
growth and chlamydospore formation by Candida species. It
has the advantages of being reproducible, simple to pre-
pare and inexpensive and of having an excellent degree
of clarity for microscopic observation.

* * *

VARIABILITY OF SERUM CIOLESTEROL IN HYPERCHOLESTER-
OLEMIA-F. T. Billings. Arch. Intern. Med.-Vol. 110:53
(July) 1962.
A lawyer with hypercholesterolemia was under observation

during 12 years, until his death. He lived a life characterized
by irregularity and unpredictability. Serum total cholesterol

levels ranged widely and seemed unrelated to treatment. In
spite of atherosclerotic stigmata manifested by xanthomata,
coronary artery disease, intermittent claudication, and re-
peated small cerebrovascular "strokes," he was active in his
profession until his death, at the age of 68.

QUALITY CONTROL FOR SMALL HOSPITAL LABORATORIES-
D. J. Campbell. Canad. Med. Ass. J.-Vol. 86:1069 (June
9) 1962.
Following completion of an 8-week course in training

methods of determining glucose, blood urea nitrogen, bili-
rubin, and prothrombin time, laboratory aides were found
to be reporting 65 per cent wrong results. After one year of
a quality control program, whereby weekly unknowns were
sent out, this error figure had been lowered to one out of
five. The paper shows the benefit and necessity of a quality
control program for small hospitals.

Annual Postgraduate

CLINICS IN DERMATOLOGY
November 10-11, 1962

* Benign and Malignant New Growths
* Papulosquamous and Collagen Diseases
* Dermatoses and Infections

Examination of patients with diseases of the skin will be sup-
plemented by lectures and informal discussions with the facult
of the Division of Dermatology University of California
School of Medicine, and distinguiled guest faculty.

Fee: $45

University of California Medical Center
SAN FRANCISCO

To enroll, write Continuing Education in Medicine, Univer-
sity of California Medieal Center, San Francisco 22, Calif.
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Unlike chlorothiazide or hydrochlorothiazide, Naturetin has virtually
no carbonic anhydrase activity. Thus, Naturetin causes less bicarbon-
ate loss and less alteration in urinary pH than these other agents. This
helps maintain a more favorable acid-base balance, and the less alka-
line urine reduces the risk of existing urinary infection becoming
resistant to therapy. Further, since Naturetin has less influence than
the other thiazides on normal uric acid excretion, it is considered the
thiazide of choice in patients with a tendency to hyperuricemia or
gout.1.2
AVAILABLE: Naturetin 5 mg. and 2.5 mg. tablets. ALSO AVAILABLE: Naturetin c K (Squibb Ben-
droflumethiazide 5 mg. and 2.5 mg. capsule-shaped tablets, each with 500 mg. Potassium.
Chloride), for use when disease or concomitant therapy increases the risk of hypokalemia.
For full information, see your Squibb Product Reference or Product Brief.

1. Cohen, B. M.: M. Times 88:855 (July) 1960. 2. Cohen, B. M.: M4d. et Hyg. (Gen&ve) #494, p. 210
(Mar. 15) 1961.
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